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BSI BECOMES FIRST HEALTH AND SAFETY CERTIFICATION BODY TO

JOIN THE SSIP FORUM TO MEET CDM REGULATIONS
BSI is today announcing that it is a formal member of the Safety Schemes in Procurement (SSIP) forum and is the first BS OHSAS 18001 certification body to achieve such recognition. The SSIP forum was set up for the construction industry to reduce the bureaucracy involved with registering for multiple health and safety pre-qualification schemes such as CHAS, NHBC and EXOR amongst others.
All schemes included in the forum are recognised as ‘deemed to satisfy’ the health and safety competence requirements described in the Approved Code of Practice (ACoP) for the Construction (Design and Management) Regulations 2007. This means that if a contractor is registered with one scheme in the SSIP forum they will not have to complete further stage one health and safety questionnaires for the others. Some schemes may ask additional stage two questions or request a registration fee, but the contractor will benefit by not having to duplicate work by completing multiple questionnaires.

Organisations that are members of an SSIP scheme will also find that they already meet a number of requirements of BS OHSAS 18001 – the occupational health and safety management standard. The standard provides a framework for best practice in managing health and safety and identifying and minimising the risks of accidents, injuries and fatalities. 

Victoria Barron, product marketing manager at BSI explains, “Implementing an occupational health and safety management system that complies with BS OHSAS 18001 will ensure that good health and safety practices and behaviour are embedded into a company’s culture thus improving the health and safety performance of an organisation.”

Further information on the Safety Schemes in Procurement Forum and a full list of registered SSIP member schemes can be found on the SSIP website www.ssip.org.uk
Further information on BS OHSAS 18001 and how to assure compliance can be found on the BSI website www.bsigroup.co.uk/OHSAS
· ENDS - 
About BSI
BSI is a global independent business services organisation that inspires confidence and delivers assurance to over 80,000 customers with standards-based solutions. Originating as the world’s first national standards body, BSI has over 2,400 staff operating in over 120 countries through more than 50 global offices. BSI’s key offerings are:

· The development and sale of private, national and international standards and supporting information that promote and share best practice

· Second and third-party management systems assessment and certification in all critical areas of management disciplines

· Product testing and certification of services and products including Kitemark®, one of the one of the world’s most recognised quality symbols

· Certification of high-risk, complex medical devices 

· Performance management software solutions

· Training services in support of standards implementation and business best practice.

For further information please visit www.bsigroup.co.uk
